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CURRENT STATE OF FOOD SAFETY AND 
TRACEABILITY REGULATORY STRUCTURE 
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“In short, our most recent work […] 
found that only 5 of the 40 products 
we purchased could be traced 
through each stage of the food 
supply chain back to the farm or 
border. “ 



KEY REGULATIONS IN THE EU AND IN THE US 
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• EU Regulation for bovine animals and beef products 
(EC) No 1760/2000  

• EU Food Law (EC) 178/2002 
• EU Regulation for Food of Animal Origin (EC) 

931/2011 
• EU Fish Regulations (EC) 404/2011, 1224/2009 
• EU Food Information Regulation (EC) 1169/2011 

 
• US Bioterrorism Act 
• US FDA Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) 



EU Food Law (EC) 178/2002 
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• Traceability for all food 
feed products 

• Each operator is 
responsible 

• One step-up, one step-
down principle 

EU FOOD LAW (EC) 178/2002 



U.S. FDA FOOD SAFETY MODERNIZATION ACT  (FSMA) 
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• A reform of the U.S. food safety laws (in more than 70 years) 
• Signed into law by President Obama on 4 January 2011 
• Focuses to ensure the U.S. food supply is safe by prevention 



EU FISH REGULATION 1224/2009 

 Article 58.5 – Minimum Labelling Requirements 
The identification number of each lot; 
The external identification number and name of the fishing 

vessel or the name of the aquaculture production unit; 
The FAO alpha-3 code of each species; 
The date of catches or the date of production; 
The quantities of each species in kilograms expressed in 

net weight or, where appropriate, the number of 
individuals; 

The name and address of the suppliers; 
The information to consumers provided for in Article  8 of 

Regulation (EC) No 2065/2001: the commercial 
designation, the scientific name, the relevant geographical 
area and the production method; 

Whether the fisheries products have been previously 
frozen or not. 
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FOOD INFORMATION REGULATION (FIR): 
EU 1169/2011 

Information New Regulations Old regulations 

Name of the food √ √ 

List of ingredients √ √ 

Allergens/intolerances √ √ 

QUID √ √ 

Net quantity √ √ 

Date of minimum durability √ √ 

Special storage conditions √ √ 

Name of business √ √ 

Country of origin labels √ × (only if omission misled or if 
beef) 

Instructions for use √ √ 

Alcoholic strength √ √ 

Nutrition declaration √ × (only voluntary) 



FIR APPLIES TO « DISTANCE SELLING » 
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By Dec 2014   

     

     = 

 



PUBLIC… AND PRIVATE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR TRACEABILITY 
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“Trust but verify is the old saying as we are 
trying to incorporate private certification 
programs in the public approach. It needs to 
be transparent”.  
Sharon Lindan Mayl, JD, Senior Advisor for 
Policy Office of Foods and Veterinary Medicine, 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration, USA 
At the Global Food Safety Conference, 
Anaheim, February  2014  
 

And others 
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THE FOOD INDUSTRY IS CHANGING THE WAY 
IT DOES BUSINESS 

• The advancement and adoption of information technology 
• Increasing the complexity of the global food supply 
• The significant impact on the safety, quality and 

traceability of the foods consumers eat today.  
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WHAT IS ON THE HORIZON 

• Industry progress is demonstrated by 
– Participation in the FDA food pilots that the IFT lead in 

2012 
– Reviewing and updated traceability plans 
– Focusing on interoperability of information exchange 
– Industry knowledge sharing for potential improvements 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Michele Southall 
Director, Implementation Services 
GS1 US 
 
TEL +1 609 658 1671 
EMAIL  msouthall@GS1US.org 
W EB  www.GS1US.org 
 
Connect with the GS1 US community on: 
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